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MEXICO TO-DAY 

BY WILLIAM GATES 



What is the position of Mexico to-day as to the all- 
dominant questions in the world? The attitude of her gov- 
ernment to these questions, and to us? What is the actual 
status of the Carranza Government in Mexico itself? Is 
it solving the economic, social, agrarian and political prob- 
lems of the Revolution; stimulating industry and develop- 
ment; and with sound financial methods? Is it a govern- 
ment surrounded by disorder yet gaining in strength; is that 
disorder substantially "banditry," or a coherent political 
movement? Does this Government correspond to those 
aspirations of the people for democracy and freedom which 
it was expected to fulfill? And is it going to succeed? 

What is the actual fact about the German propaganda 
of which so much has been said and so little actually told? 
Is the government, and President Carranza personally, neu- 
tral, or pro-German? Are the Mexican people pro-German, 
or pro- Ally? And what is their real feeling for us. 

In short, what is going on in Mexico? 

Every question to be solved for the good or ill of the world 
in Europe is also to be found in an acute form here. Racial 
and national independence and right to self-determination of 
their own politics and affairs; trade and development ques- 
tions of every kind; militarism; I. W. W. socialism; the reli- 
gious question between Church and State ; a land question to 
which Ireland's is a new-born infant, in age, acuteness, and 
irreconcilability; a mixture of racial questions only paral- 
leled in Austria: these are some of the elements of the prob- 
lem that oppresses the Mexican people in its 400-year effort 
to arrive at a solution of its necessities and hopes. And the 
problem by the side of which the Carranza Government is 
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trying to maintain itself. The answer to these problems must 
be known and comprehended if we are to deal rightly, and 
with good for the future, not only with Mexican questions, 
but with those of all Latin America. 

Eighty-odd per cent of Mexicans have Indian blood; 40 
per cent are pure blood, and another 20 per cent live and 
feel " Indian "; 85 per cent are illiterate; some 2,000,000 do 
not even speak Spanish. Officially Mexico is Latin and 
Catholic; really it is neither, no more than Austria is German. 
The aristocracy is still Spanish and Catholic, but all the rest 
is not ; the Indian part is still pagan in all essentials, with a 
thin varnish of new names. The Mexican " patriotism " we 
have heard so much of is a political sentiment, born of resist- 
ance to foreign exploitation in a territory only united in 
political administration by the foreign conqueror. It is 
lauded and waved by the class known as " valiente." Take 
away that class, a small minority of the population, and 
" Mexico " as an entity would cease to exist, just as will Aus- 
tria. The home-land feeling we know is that of the Zapotec 
or Oaxacan, the Maya or Yucatecan, the Bohemian, the 
Yugo-Slav, the Pole. And to this day, all the legislation of 
Mexico has been founded exclusively on the ideas and needs 
of the population of European blood, the natives having been 
abandoned even more radically in this respect since Inde- 
pendence than under Spanish rule. 

It is this Mexican " common people " in whose name this 
last Revolution has been nominally waged ; for whom Presi- 
dent Wilson has spoken and to whose efforts he has offered 
our sympathy. And it is this hypersensitive inheritance of 
Mexican consciousness which Carranza phrased in a sentence 
uttered by him as he came to power : " These foreigners have 
got to quit making money out of Mexico." By all rights the 
present Mexican Government and ours should be in the 
closest sympathy and cooperation. Why, then, are we hav- 
ing (if we are) trouble with the Carranza Government? 

The two " monsters beyond all pale " in Carrancista 
literature are Huerta and Zapata. Huerta would be Presi- 
dent of Mexico to-day but for Wilson. Zapata is an Indian 
whose sole object is to win back illegally dispossessed farms 
for his followers in his native State, and at the critical period 
would have recognized Carranza had the latter guaranteed 
him in that desire; Carranza refused, was driven to Vera 
Cruz, after which we recognized his government, sold him 
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arms, gave his troops transport in our territory, and shut 
off arms from his opponents. What is the trouble now? 

We have seen that there are two phases of the " anti- 
foreign exploitation " spirit, the popular and internal, or 
agrarian, directed against the Spanish and Creole upper 
classes, with the almost universally Spanish-born administra- 
tors and storekeepers, whose oppression was felt at every 
turn and hour; the other political-international, wherein we 
now bear the brunt, with the English second. The first is a 
phase of the " home-land " patriotism of the great peasant 
majority, and the second a phase of the political patriotism 
of the " valiente " mestizo class. Of these two phases, Zapata 
represents the former, and Carranza the latter. 

After the fall of Huerta, the Aguascalientes Convention 
called by Carranza proved intractable, and he withdrew, 
leaving the capital to Villa and Zapata. The Plan de 
Guadalupe, under which Carranza led the revolt against 
Huerta, named no other object than that, he being only First 
Chief and, on success, Provisional President to call elections 
and restore " the interrupted Constitutional order." Zapata's 
Plan de Ayala was a thorough-going agrarian revindication 
against the internal exploiters. Villa issued no " Plan," 
but fought for the same objects as Zapata. Neither one 
sought the Presidency at any time. The year from October, 
1914, to October, 1915, when we recognized Carranza, was 
marked by various efforts at union, which all came to naught 
for just one reason. Zapata was willing to recognize Car- 
ranza even as permanent President, provided he would com- 
mit himself to the agrarian revindication; Carranza refused, 
and demanded unconditional submission to " the Plan de 
Guadalupe " — that is, himself as Provisional President to 
reorganize the government, policies "to be settled after- 
wards." Villa and Obregon proposed to recognize Carranza 
as Provisional President, with provision that neither gen- 
erals in command, nor provisional governors nor President 
should be eligible in the new elections. Carranza says the 
latter question is of " too transcendental importance to be 
discussed by three or four persons, but must be reserved 
to the sovereign competency of the whole nation " ; that he 
must be recognized without further qualifications, all ques- 
tions of policies to come later. Villa then disavows Carranza. 

The Villa-Zapata Conventio Government holds the capital 
with two short interruptions until August, reorganizing gov- 
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ernmental administration, restoring effective municipal local 
freedom (one of the main issues of the revolt against Diaz), 
putting agrarian small-proprietorship plans into extended 
operation, with an Agricultural Loan Bank on our general 
lines to help the farmer ; and also working out in Convention 
a thorough legislative proyecto. This proposed legislation 
was not extreme in any point but the agrarian; it gave full 
consideration to international rights, and was not anti- 
foreign; it was in general a good liberal plan covering the 
fundamental social principles of the Revolution. It was very 
liberal to Labor, but after a vigorous four days' debate 
showing excellent comprehension of the issues, the Conven- 
tion agreed by 55 to 24 on Government recognition of work- 
ingmen's unions, including the right to strike, but refused to 
recognize the Syndicates (branches of the Casa de Obrero 
Mundial, or the I. W. W.) , or to permit sabotage. Through 
the whole Zapata period the dominant topic in the papers is 
the agrarian question in theory and practical institution: 
building up a self -responsible small farming class. There 
is almost no anti-Americanism in the papers; the " enemy " 
is the old Cientifico party, the economic Mexican exploiters 
of the old regime. 

With the entry of Carranza forces August 2 all this 
changed. Even prior to that date there had been a signed 
pact between the Casa de Obrero Mundial and the Constitu- 
tionalist Government (signed, I think, by Luis Cabrera for 
the latter), making a full offensive and defensive alliance. 
Entering the capital the Zapata papers are at once sup- 
pressed, and their plants used to issue Carranza papers ; these 
begin at once to be filled with new kinds of notices. Agra- 
rianism almost disappears, to be replaced by the spread of 
I. W. W. syndicates, " to become a great aid in combating 
the tyrants." We have wild stories of " revolutions " in the 
United States. Kenneth Turner arrives, on the invitation 
of Dr. Atl, the I. W .W. propagandist. August 22 the pres- 
ent German Minister, von Eckhardt, arrives at the capital 
with letters from Carranza (still at Vera Cruz), stating that 
von Eckhardt has come " accredited to the Constitutionalist 
Government." ( We did not recognize Carranza until Octo- 
ber 19.) 

A Dr. Krumm-Heller arrives at the same time, and be- 
gins at once a course of violent speeches before Casa Obrero 
Mundial meetings, praising Germany's economic success and 
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kultur, attacking the United States, and also attacking our 
Red Cross, which had come during the Zapata period to 
relieve the frightful existing distress, and been then welcomed 
and aided. Krumm-Heller declares the Red Cross workers 
are spreading false and injurious reports of the situation: 
that is, that the people were starving, just to give excuse for 
our getting into Mexico for our own purposes, the " so- 
called distress being entirely exaggerated, and the alleged 
needy only cheats." (For the facts, see the full official Red 
Cross Reports. ) Our Red Cross was impeded in every way, 
and finally Carranza asked its recall, on the aforesaid 
grounds, and that the Mexican Government was doing all 
that was necessary. 

With the definitive coming into power, therefore, of the 
Carranza regime, we find at his side the German Minister 
and the I. W. W., in their official capacities, and in full co- 
operation and recognition. We find starting up at once an 
exaggerated anti- Americanism, of the " political patriotism " 
type; the beginning of a military pretorianism of which I 
shall have more to note later; a flat disregard for inter- 
national courtesies, to say the least, which receives later a 
very marked development. And finally we have what I think 
I may call " agrarian revindication tied to the wheels of poli- 
tics." There is a frequent blowing of trumpets, with accom- 
panying " functions," over the re-allotment to this or that 
pueblo of ejidos, or commonalty farm lands. Carranza could 
not indeed possibly evade the land question, nor do I believe 
he desired to. But Zapata had installed a special cabinet 
Minister of Agriculture and Colonization, who pushed the 
work, it must be acknowledged, both in and out of season, and 
thereby made Zapata much trouble, until the latter made him 
take a back seat in politics and devote his energies to the 
actual administration of the task. 

In my recent trip through Mexico to see and judge for 
myself the inner ideas of the men at the front in her affairs — 
Carranza, Alvarado, Felix Diaz, Zapata — four men who 
with Meixueiro of Oaxaca sum up Mexico to-day, except for 
those who merely are getting rich out of their opportunities — 
my desire to see Zapata especially was stimulated by the 
utterly contradictory reports about him. Every form of 
abuse possible is heaped upon him; even in Yucatan, in the 
Government papers, a criminal or " bad man " is a Zapatista ; 
yet on all sides acknowledgment tbat Zapata is the one leader 
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in all these years who has had a consistent principle. Talks 
with every class of person in Mexico, long leagues on horse- 
back through Carrancista and Felicista and Zapatista terri- 
tory, and exhaustive reading of the past contemporary news- 
papers back to Madero's time, have left no other possible 
conclusion than this : Zapata is fighting to restore the farms 
of which the Indians were by legal processes dispossessed in 
spite of primordial titles centuries old, and to establish small 
agricultural proprietorship, leaving the other economic prob- 
lems of Mexico, for which modern capital and methods are 
essential, free. Zapata, Carranza, Alvarado, all proclaim 
agrarian revindication of the Indian. But the Indian, dis- 
possessed, his race-brother, bulks first in Zapata's thoughts; 
in Carranza's and Alvarado's it is the capitalist hated, espe- 
cially the foreigner, and most especially the American. The 
Zapata movement is a social home movement; the other a 
political anti-foreign one. Zapata shares the anti-Spanish 
feeling above mentioned, and neither he nor his people are 
anti- Yankee in the usual sense; he and his officers are also 
specifically anti-German. Alvarado is a convinced I. W. W., 
who expects to succeed Carranza as President, and establish 
the first Syndicalistic State ; to both him and Carranza, In- 
dianism is something to be cultivated and exploited politi- 
cally. To be brief, it is the carpet-baggism of our Recon- 
struction. Manuel Gamio, Director of Archaeology in Mex- 
ico, in his book, Forging a Country, says : 

Does the Zapatism of Morelos represent exclusively criminal ban- 
ditry and pillage, or does it also stand for a tenacious desire for well- 
being and freedom? We must first distinguish three kinds of Zapa- 
tism: first in banditry pure and simple, which, not only in Morelos 
but in the whole republic, masks itself behind this and other names. 
Next there are the abandoned elements hanging over from other 
periods, which take advantage of the eternal mis-orientation of the 
native, to go off into criminal adventures. And finally we have the 
legitimate Zapatism, which were better called Indianism, for it has 
persisted vigorously in all Mexico since Cortes raised his standards on 
the shores of Villa Rica. 

This was written two years ago; of the condition to-day 
I have this personal testimony to make : I have ridden hun- 
dreds of miles through southern Mexico, where I was told 
no other American had been for the last one or two years, at 
least, and where I was warned that it was utterly impossible 
to go for roving bandits, who would at the least strip me to 
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my shoes. I have been in a town as it was attacked by Feli- 
cistas, and seen the Carrancista soldiers after repelling the at- 
tack loot the town they were brought in to defend, the com- 
manding general of the division, Heriberto Jara of Vera 
Cruz, bringing up the rear of the line of loot-burdened men ; 
while others after shooting a prisoner found wounded in the 
leg, dragged him by a rope behind a cart ; and while a colonel 
on the general's staff warned a friendly storekeeper to shut 
his doors, as they could not promise protection from their own 
troops. I never felt safe one hour of the time I was within 
Carranza lines; I felt safe every hour I was off among the 
country people, in the districts protected by their soldiers, 
farmers like themselves, working their fields and taking a 
gun when the need came to defend their homes from the 
marauding Carrancistas. I have no doubt there are bands 
of bandits, but I believe them to be mainly, at least, on the 
borderlines between the opposing forces. I have seen the 
interior quiet country life of the common people in Morelos, 
Vera Cruz, Pueblo and Oaxaca, where Zapata, Meixueiro 
and the Felicistas are maintaining a settled, orderly and 
peaceful administration. 

Beyond doubt there have been brutalities on all sides, 
and by nearly all parties, but the stories of " rebel " outrages 
all come through Carrancistas sources, and are more than 
paralleled by the long list daily in the public press of acts by 
Carranza officers, from the shooting by a colonel of the entire 
Town Council of a village over a personal quarrel to the 
murder, robbery and nameless outrages that make Mexico 
City and Vera Cruz themselves unsafe. I was in Mexico 
City in the early part of the year; the misery, starvation and 
nakedness of the poor was appalling. Children, almost 
naked, slept on doorsteps in the business quarter, and they 
lay on the pavements as the sun rose to get warm again. 
The mark of tension and fear was characteristic; to see 
happy people I had to go outside into Revolutionary lines, 
with all their scanty resources, yet safe from " the Army." 

With a budget some 100,000,000 pesos short, the Govern- 
ment dare not shut off either the civilian graft or the heavily 
padded army payrolls (paid in lump sums to the officers), 
nor check the license. To support the Government gives 
immunity, for Carranza has to have support to try to hold 
the Revolution in check, and the price is freedom for any 
excess, even to the long list of burglaries with the "gray 
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automobile," finally traced to a certain high general; all 
reported openly, with or without names, but left unpunished 
unless some political toes got stepped on, or the infractor 
had become otherwise politically non grata, so that the crime 
was a good chance to make a show of justice, and kill two 
birds. As just one case for illustration, while I was in 
Oaxaca the newly arrived Governor called the leading mer- 
chants and the consuls together to say that his troops had 
not been paid for months; that there was trouble up the line, 
and passage dangerous; that he had to have 25,000 pesos, 
not of course as a forced contribution, but as a necessity, for 
otherwise he could not hold his soldiers from looting. The 
storekeepers, the first to be likely to suffer, gave ; the German 
consul gave 2,000 pesos ; the American said he had no author- 
ity from his Government. It was a fact there was trouble 
up the line, and the Governor may not have had the money; 
but in another case where a similar contribution was made 
to pay several months' arrears to the teachers, it later ap- 
peared they never got a peso of the collection. 

The Revolutionists of Mexico to-day are a peasant yeo- 
manry defending their homes; while one may describe the 
Government forces as Germans in Belgium, or Bolsheviki in 
Russia; either term fits. And if Russian mujik or Zapata 
Indian in the heat of overthrow of the old regime were guilty 
both of excesses, let us distinguish that from the crimes of 
the common political enemy which, in each case with German 
alliance, has usurped the power to oppress and steal, and 
betrayed the revolution of the people, to sell out the country 
both at wholesale and at retail; and just as shamelessly as 
the Carranza troops regularly sell ammunition to the 
" rebels " when in need of " spending money," the soldiers 
selling by the dozen cartridges, the colonels by the case. 
The current price is 5 to 10 cents per cartridge, including 
commissions. 

The ignorance in this country as to the extent of the 
German propaganda and influence over the border is little 
short of amazing. To try to show its working, take the 
matter of the public press. In Yucatan a free press is non- 
existent; but in Mexico there is a long list of anti-government 
papers, rising and falling, besides the main dailies. Nearly 
the whole of this press is German subsidized; in some cases 
the anti-Americanism is virulent in the extreme, excitatory of 
fears of invasion. A good deal of this is hidden behind rabid 
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I. W. W. anti-capitalism, where that is the cue, as in the oil 
regions and in the north; and that serves to excite strikes, or 
destruction; but the purchase money is traceable, and has 
several times been openly proven German. Some of these 
rabid anti-foreign papers are also anti-Carranza, to give them 
circulation among the Revolutionary districts ; but there, too, 
they serve Carranza's aims, for they excite the sentiment 
which he hopes to use when " the Day " of vindication comes. 
When we learned that food shipments released by us to re- 
lieve distress were being used for outrageous profiteering, 
and ordered the question investigated, it gave rise to violent 
editorials on Mexico's sovereign right to regulate her own in- 
ternal commerce. 

Last January the Sonora News Co., a long established 
American company, obeying our Trading With the Enemy 
Act, cut out the most violent and shamelessly mendacious 
German paper from its train list. It had its whole contract 
cancelled in consequence, the Government Secretary stating 
in the official letter that the special reason was that such 
action invaded Mexico's sovereign dignity, and compromised 
her " strict neutrality." Other cases followed, with like 
action, declaring broadly that " the American Black List has 
no validity in Mexico," and supported immediately by spe- 
cific decrees from Carranza himself. The whole question 
went right up to where the very next step indicated would 
be a demand that all foreign importing houses sell their 
goods to all Mexico's mercantile " guests " (understand, 
Germans) regardless of our War Trade Act, on the ground 
of Mexico's impartial neutrality and impeccable dignity. 
The advantage to Minister von Eckhardt of thus putting 
out of business allied trade in Mexico is manifest; and I be- 
lieve that only expediency — the fact that in spite of our 
strictest efforts, Mexicans can still buy where we do not know 
their connections, and so the German houses are managing 
to keep going, even in hardware and drugs, with the fact that 
Mexico is absolutely dependent on us for her imports — pre- 
vented or prevents such a decree. It was the next logical 
step to those that had preceded, and was fully covered in 
principle by specific announcements. The official letter to 
the Sonora News Co. was flatly discourteous in its wording 
(I myself saw the original) ; and see also some letters to 
follow at the end of this article. 

The home-land local patriotism we have referred to has 
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had the result in Mexico's constitutions that Sovereignty is 
declared to reside in the States. Their right is even to secede. 
Carranza, disavowing Huerta as usurper, in his character of 
governor of Coahuila, was declared the " only legal person- 
ality within the Constitutional order." In 1915 Luis Ca- 
brera, speaking in Merida, told the Yucatecans that it " was 
not wrong to think of state independence, if the central Gov- 
ernment did not give them justice." In the Fall of 1914 
the State of Oaxaca recognized the Carranza party; never- 
theless, in November, one Jimenez Figueroa, arriving to en- 
list troops for Carranza, appeared at the palace a few days 
later with his soldiers, arrested and dispossessed the State 
officials, dissolved the Legislature, and proclaimed himself 
military governor. One of the officials was Guillermo 
Meixueiro, son of a former governor of the State, a nearly 
pure blood Zapotec, a lawyer, of high education and some 
fortune. Escaping by a balcony, he gathered a force from 
the Sierras and drove Figueroa out. Figueroa was later shot, 
and was disavowed by Carranza, but the general belief is 
that it was only because he had failed. At any rate, the 
Oaxacans still remained adherents of the Carranza party. 

At the following elections, Meixueiro was elected gov- 
ernor, but resigned to serve in the field, Jos6 I. Davila being 
elected to succeed him. In June, 1915, disgusted with the 
general anarchy, and Carranza's inability to enforce his 
orders on his own generals, the Legislature and State Gov- 
ernment, in exercise of their full constitutional rights, de- 
creed that: " Until the constitutional order is re-established 
in the Republic, the Free and Sovereign State of Oaxaca 
reassumes its sovereignty, and will continue governing in 
the observation of the Constitution of 1857, with all its stand- 
ing laws and procedures." This was exactly parallel to 
Carranza's action as governor of Coahuila, only much more 
formal; it was also duly followed by local issues of postage 
stamps, gold, silver and copper money, and also paper. 
But,, Carranza sent a force under Governor Castro of 
Chiapas, the present Secretary of War, and after a campaign 
of some length, the State government was driven up into 
the mountains to the north and east. 

There they still are, despite all efforts of the Carranza 
Government to dislodge them, protected by and protecting 
the native population in peace. In the city of Oaxaca I was 
told it was impossible to go overland to the Isthmus, and 
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thence to Guatemala as I wished, for the irresponsible bandits 
everywhere. I found the whole State clear down to the 
Carranza lines on the Tehuant^pec railroad in peace, and 
happy. Feeling it unwise to say anything of my wishes to 
my American friends, for their sakes, I went to Mitla, spent 
a few days at the ruins, and on meeting a couple of Sierra 
Zapatec Indians from over the hills, gave them my bags, and 
walked out one midday while the soldiers were at dinner on 
the other side of the town. In a few hours I was behind the 
hills, and that night way up in the mountains, sending my 
compliments by telephone over the peaks to General 
Meixueiro. 

No real information gets across the border and into our 
press, but the following summary is absolutely incontrovert- 
ible by the positive evidence on every side, and is the unani- 
mous opinion of everyone in Mexico, except those who are 
exploiting the Carranza regime. By that I mean not only 
the mass of foreigners of every nationality save German, 
but the mass of Mexicans themselves, including a very large 
number of government attaches, whose bread and butter, or 
life, forces their silence. 

Carranza's policy has from the first been founded on the 
phrase I quoted : These foreigners have got to quit making 
money out of Mexico. His international policy has been not 
to build up friendship with us, but to divide all Latin 
America on the old European idea of the balance of power 
between two hostile groups, placing Mexico (with himself 
in the chair of Porfirio Diaz) at the head of this Latin re- 
vindication against the Yankee peril, and availing himself 
of Germany as his support. Every high military and civil 
officer is pro-German, except General Pablo Gonzalez; it is 
said he urged a different policy on the President, only to be 
told, " I will not abandon my best friend (Germany) ." The 
army is German in sympathy and tendencies; wearing of 
buttons with the Kaiser's picture is common; they have all 
expected Germany to win; and then would be Mexico's time, 
and theirs. Our friendly Guatemala, where President 
Estrada Cabrera, though a dictator, gives as good a govern- 
ment as can be asked under conditions, and whose policy has 
always been " to make friends with and protect the Indians 
in their home economic life " has specifically come in for 
Carranza's bitter hatred. Carranza soldiers invaded Guate- 
mala some time ago; but did not get out. And a signed 
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agreement with Salvador to invade Guatemala from both 
sides, Mexico to get some of the interior territory Alvarado 
needs for exploitation, and Salvador a port on the Caribbean, 
is common talk; it is heard everywhere, both in Mexico and 
Guatemala, and with a suggestion that some outside in- 
fluence prevented its consummation. As to other diplomatic 
efforts, in which Manuel Ugarte, with his Pan-Latinism, and 
our exceedingly able traveler, Luis Cabrera, have had their 
part, one cannot here speak. But I can quote from two 
letters, the originals of which I was permitted to see. The 
first was written by a man in Mexico City, a Mexican, in 
position to get first-hand knowledge of events, to a friend 
in the south, a Mexican : 

Feb. 5, 1918. I to-day confirm my impressions of the terrible 
situation in which Mexico finds herself from the outrages and 
robberies of the Carrancista soldiers and officers. It is demon- 
strated clearly that the neutral policy of Carranza is solely a chimera, 
a pretext, for having seen for some time that his government must 
rely on the support of one or the other belligerent in the present 
war, he took decidedly the side of the Central Empires, without our 
being able as yet to see all his reasons ; though for my part it seems 
because of the suggestions of his chief military officers who admire 
the attitude of the Germans, with Ugarte and their other admirers 
who never cease saying we must never forget 1847. We know 
that the German Minister offered Carranza 60,000,000 dollars, ele- 
ments to equip an army of 400,000 men, and a seat in the council 
of world peace to reclaim the rights of the Mexicans in the United 
States. The negotiations of Nieto in Washington were a failure, in 
spite of the contrary as asserted by the Carrancista press, for it seems 
that they are coming to suspect Carranza's real attitude. Mexico 
will have to be a faithful ally of Germany, to the detriment of her 
sympathies. 

Feb. 27, 1918. All the revolutionary leaders of the north and 
south are now united for the restoration of our great Constitution 
of 1857; but we must not be asleep, for though the public opinion is 
unanimous against Carranza and his circle of bandits and assassins, 
we must look out for the final convulsions which will mark the agony 
of Carrancismo, for these men are capable of anything so long as they 
can continue a little longer in robbing the public posts; and there 
is much talk of a secret treaty between Carranza and the Republic 
of Salvador to invite the greater number of American nations to 
the taking of decisive action against the United States, and in favor 
of Germany, which is paying for these steps on Carranza's part. In 
all this we see that an international conflict is very easy. The 
enemies now have wireless communication direct with the Germans; 
and this, with the other acts of Carranza, can place us later at the 
mercy of the United States, which will consider us as their enemies 
on account of the imprudence of this group. 
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The two following letters were written by an old school- 
mate of General Meixueiro, an Oaxacan, as shown by the 
deference to the patria chica, and a personage intimately 
close to Carranza; the letters themselves show themselves 
written at the latter's direction. Note also the fact that in 
them General Meixueiro is given his full official title as 
General of Division (of the Oaxaca State forces) thus treat- 
ing him as a belligerent; compare what has been said herein 
on State sovereignty and the Oaxaca action. The letters 
use the " thou " of close personal intimacy, and were written 
a short time before I passed through Oaxaca last Spring. 
General Meixueiro showed me the letters and permitted me 
to take the copies: 

Senor General of Division, Lie. Guillermo Meixtieiro : wherever 
he may be found. 

My dear friend : I begin this letter giving you the general status 
of our position, which is complicated by the European war. The 
Government inclines to the German side, and the numerous colony 
living in the United States, by the law of economic gravitation, will 
bring what capital they can save, and in self-preservation will cross 
our borders to take refuge in Mexico. Besides, it appears that our 
country will be the point of concentration of all the Teutons in Amer- 
ica, in view of the fact that the other American nations have placed 
themselves on the side of the Allies. The Government has 24 towers 
for wireless telegraphy, cartridge-making machinery directed by Ger- 
mans, a school and shop for aviation, also in German charge, so that 
we are involved in the greatest contest known to history. 

In view of the reinforcements which our Government receives in 
capital and men, for every German is a soldier, for the future war in 
our territory, I have believed proper to treat with you on the delicate 
question of the political problem of Oaxaca. I know your valor 
and sincerity, your love for Oaxaca, your disinterested aims, and all 
that I have reviewed in my mind before writing you the present letter. 
If there be any error of appreciation on my part, pardon it, for no 
other thing guides me than love for the patrio chica and my affection 
for the friend and brother of my infancy. 

The same official person whom I presented to you in Nov., 1915, 
intervenes in the present matter. At that time there was considered 
an approachment between the element of the Oaxaca Sovereignty 
which you represent, and the Government de facto, the same matter 
as is now in consideration; and if an agreement were arrived at, it 
would be with the Central Constitutional Government on the eve of 
its establishment. This government is well disposed to arrive at an 
understanding; but in view of the fact that the former time when 
propositions were made, no agreement was reached because you did 
not reply, to-day I desire to know what are your desires or conditions 
to start an ending of the contest. You will understand that the dis- 
cussion includes the effective guarantees which shall be enjoyed by 



MEXICO TO-DAY 81 

you and the other officers who operate under your orders, of the matter 
of confiscated interest, liberty of person, of the establishment of 
the Constitutional Authorities in Oaxaca by means of new elections; 
and it has also been considered that until an agreement is arrived at, 
you may continue your revolutionary efforts, without being charged 
with perfidy. Finally, the matter was put upon the board that if the 
security of your person and family or the education of your children 
should require, as precautionary means on your part, your living 
outside of Mexico, you will be indemnified for all the damage you 
have received in your interests during this long period, as a mark 
of the fact that your revolution has pursued no other than a political 
end. 

General Meixueiro's answer will be gathered from the 
following reply: 

Senor General, Lie. Guillermo Meixueiro, Ixtlan de Juarez. Very 
dear friend: 

I have your valued letter of recent date, by which I see that in 
spite of our initiatives you still do not consent to an agreement with 
our Government because you do not consider it legitimate, and be- 
cause you believe that its policy is not the one beneficial to Mexico 
in these critical moments. You desire that the Constitution of 1857 
be reestablished, and say that everything that is being done is null 
because Carranza had no authority to set aside that Constitution and 
substitute that of Queretaro. That is a matter of opinion, and you 
should consider that the new political code given to the Republic, 
rather than a new constitution is only a reform of that of 1857, a 
reform of much timeliness, principally in what touches the clergy and 
the foreigners, for these are absorbing many of the rights of Mexicans. 
Study it calmly. 

With respect to the political actuation of our Government, I have 
read your arguments, and I do not see how you can forget the 
offenses we have suffered from our northern neighbor. You say that 
Governments should not act from mere sympathies or antipathies nor 
from a spirit of vengeance, and that those who are our enemies 
to-day may to-morrow be our best friends. But, do you believe that 
the Yankees can ever be our friends? Disenchant yourself, my dear 
friend; the Yankees do not love us; what they love is our wealth 
and our territory and they will take it whenever they can, and the 
present Government does right in taking its precautions — yet with 
prudence in order not to precipitate a rupture before the time, for an 
immediate rupture with the neighboring Republic would swamp us. 
At this moment we need building iron for factories which does not 
come because Mexico does not define her attitude, and our neighbors 
think the iron is for Germany. We need the paper from the National 
Paper and Type Co. that our press may not disappear. Remember, 
too, that our drugs and a large part of the food of Mexico comes from 
the United States; we must, therefore, move with caution. Ugarte 
went away as Private Secretary of the President on a secret mission. 
Do not insist on your position and aid us for the unification of all 
Mexican parties. 
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If the conflicts between your forces and the Constitutionalists 
who are in Oaxaca are suspended, the blood thus spared will serve 
for another and proximate occasion. 

These letters represent the two sides of Mexico in the 
question. In support of this, I talked during the latter 
part of 1917 and the first half of 1918 with every class 
of Mexican, from Indians to planters of the old regime in 
Yucatan, and Cientificos in Mexico, and moderates every- 
where, as well as constant talks with Alvaradists and Car- 
rancista officers and officials; I rode all through southern 
Mexico, seeing the ordinary daily fife of the people, talking 
with all classes of revolutionaries from soldiers and petty 
officers to Felix Diaz, Zapata and Meixueiro, and spending 
full time discussing with these leaders and their subordinates 
the present situation in every respect. Mexico, outside of 
Carrancista circles, is our friend; it is also in desperation, 
and crying to us ; it is absolutely pro- Ally, and anti-German. 
The case is a clear one : the Carranza policy is a political one, 
against us, to which he is sacrificing the inner condition of 
the country; but the Mexicans outside his ranks see that 
alliance with Germany would only mean for Mexico what 
it did for Russia, even if Germany had won; and they see 
Mexico's future in friendship with us. 

If we would permit it, if we would recognize the facts 
from the world-standpoint, that assumed diplomatic regular- 
ity is being used intentionally to hold us off and for no other 
purpose, as Germany hoped to do first with England and 
then with us, till the better time; if we would recognize the 
Mexican people whose welfare we have at heart, instead of 
the Carranza Government which has betrayed the Mexican 
Revolution as Lenine did the Russian; if we would only go 
no further than was done by the Carranza Government itself 
in the letters above, and recognize the belligerency of the 
legitimate State Government of Oaxaca, the whole matter 
would be settled by an immediate declaration of alliance by 
that Sovereignty, carrying with it all the rest of the Revolu- 
tionary movement through the whole Republic. We would 
lose Carranza, and with him the danger which he and the 
German Minister are fomenting, that we be drawn into 
attacking Meacico on the northern border, or in Tampico; 
all danger of the rupture between us and the Mexicans 
would cease, for the Carranza Government could not last 
if the Revolutionists got the ammunition they need. 
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The interior condition is wholly misunderstood in this 
country. It is not a case of more or less widespread banditry, 
pillage. It is a political movement, it is unified, and all the 
parties are in communication and cooperation, slowly 
strengthening themselves and pinching in the Carranza Gov- 
ernment amidst the growing hatred of the whole people, and 
its economically critical situation. 

The present movement is a unified political revolution to 
restore constitutional government, wipe out the socialistic 
legislation, and come back to a position of respect interna- 
tionally. From a military point, the country is controlled 
by three main forces, in cooperation : Felix Diaz command- 
ing in Chiapas, Vera Cruz, the Tehuantepec isthmus, and 
part of Puebla; the Oaxaca State forces under Meixueiro; 
Zapata commanding in Morelos, part of Puebla and Guer- 
rero; Guerrero also seceded lately, and State forces there 
cooperate; up the west side and through the north various 
military leaders ; on the east coast in the oil district, Pelaez. 
The southern contingents have definite political programmes 
(substantially identical) to the restoration of constitutional 
government, with reforms giving effect to the social prin- 
ciples underlying the late revolution ; these programmes have 
been accepted by the military chiefs in the north. And they 
include for the first time in Mexico's history the economic 
regeneration of the Indian; that is Zapata's one care, for 
which he will fight to the end; it is Meixueiro's; and Diaz 
has made it his. The Mexican revolution (really started by 
Zapata in 1909, before Madero) will never end until the 
mountain peasants of Morelos come into their own; you 
might as well fight the Swiss; but give them their farms, 
buying them from the landlords if necessary, and it ends 
to-morrow. And above all give them economic assurance 
that it is worth while saving — and their regeneration and that 
of Mexico will come. 

What is our part? Recognize the facts, and not just the 
theories of the case. The Carranza-von Eckhardt Govern- 
ment of Mexico, and the Alvarado-I. W. W. Government of 
Yucatan know that we really understand the situation; but 
they hope that we can be kept edging on until they have made 
our final action too late. 

William Gates. 



